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March 2, 2018 
 
Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
We tied the month of February up with a big blue Brandt ribbon!  It was truly a very busy one 
and involved one!  On Monday, parents had the opportunity to meet our new School Counselor, 
Ms. Beverly Gross, during a Meet & Greet.  She shared her scope of work and communicated 
that she would pick up right where Mrs. Hosbach left off.   Ms. Hosbach is now applying her 
middle school experience in our Hoboken Middle School.  The counselors have shared 
information and continue to remain in contact as they collaborate to serve our students.  Ms. 
Gross will continue to be a presence during Brandt Parent Consortium meetings and certainly in 
all of our classrooms.   
 
We were also excited to welcome all incoming Kindergarten families to our Kindergarten Day of 
Visitation on Wednesday, the 28th.  We shared a detailed and informative presentation on our 
fantastic school and program.  Parents were then led on a tour of all common areas and 
classrooms by staff and members of our parent organization.  Our student body really took 
advantage of this day and showed off to let all know just how smart they are.  Next, and in our 
Grade 2 classrooms, parents enjoyed watching their children embody notable African-Americans 
as they presented their month-long research projects for Black History Month.  Families heard 
from Mae Jamison,  Jean-Michel Basquiat, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Madam C.J. Walker just to 
name a few.  Children shared their processes which included lots of research and personal 
connections.   
 
Finally, on Friday we held our monthly Brandt Parent Consortium meeting.   At this meeting I 
listened to concerns regarding school safety and how these are being addressed.  I wanted to 
emphasize the point that our doors, once closed, should never be opened to allow someone into 
the school. This causes a break in security and doesn’t align with best practices.  If you or 
someone you know is arriving after the doors have closed please ring the bell, security will let 
you in, you will sign in and receive a visitor’s pass.  We are also receiving additional guidance 
and support from the district to ensure that our school community continues to be a happy and 
healthy place. 
 
Finally, remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-
off, at pick-up and around our amazing little town! 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 


